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The    Story of

I N EARLY 2006, I was contacted by an indepen-
dent filmmaker who wanted a font for his film 
that matched the titles in the 1944 film noir 

classic “Laura.” Naturally, they were hand-lettered. 
No existing font came 
close to matching it, 
so a custom font was 
called for. I agreed to 
do it with the understanding that I would eventually 
release it as a commercial font. Two years and 970 
glyphs later, it was ready.

The biggest challenge was working out the de-
signs of the characters not present in the “Laura” 
titles. But there were other challenges as well. In its 
early form, the font featured over-sized caps, just like 
the original titles. Unfortunately, lovely as they were, 
they were too tall for normal use. So I made them 
smaller, and kept the over-sized caps as an option.

To capture the hand-written flow of the original 
lettering, I created different versions of most of the 
lowercase characters for the beginning, middle, and 
end of a word, plus a version for when the character 
stands alone.

I also wanted to retain the long cross stroke on 
the lowercase “t.” This is usually avoided in fonts be-
cause it will collide with adjacent tall characters. To 
make it work, I created several variations with the 
horizontal stroke shortened for these situations.

One of the limitations of script typefaces is that 
their caps are not normally appropriate for setting in 
ALL CAPS. If called for, a lettering artist would simplify 
the caps, balancing them with the rest of the letters. 
With this in mind, I created a third set of caps, plainer 
and smaller than the normal caps, suitable for things 
like acronyms, roman numerals, and any other cases 
for which all caps might be required.

All of these features are easily accessible—some 
automatically—thanks to the OpenType font format. 
It’s like having a custom lettering artist at your finger-
tips. —mark simonson
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Lakeside

Starring in this film are Gene TIERNEY & Dana ANDREWS
Otto Preminger’s “Laura” (1944) is a classic of the film noir style.

Just  look at  the Architectural Details!

Le Café Beau

Saturday Lunch Special: Roast  Beef on Rye
HAM SANDWICH 1/2 OFF WITH FREE DRINK

The reign of King Louis XIV
A ClassicMovie Palace
Drawing Freehand
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LATIN STANDARD CAPITALS,  SMALL CAPITALS,  AND LOWERCASE, WITH CONTEXUAL FORMS

A B C DEF G H I J K L M N O P Q R SST UV W X Y Z
Á À Â Ä Ã Å Ă Ā Ą ÆǼÇ ĎĐÉ È Ê Ë Ĕ Ē Ě Ė Ę Ŋ ĞĜĢĠ Ħ Ĥ Í Ì Î Ï Ĭ Ī İ Į Ĩ Ĳ ÍJ Ĵ Ķ

ŁĹ ĽĻĿ Ñ Ń Ň Ņ ÓÒÔÖÕØŐŎŌǾŒ Ŕ Ř Ŗ Š Ś Ş Ŝ ȘŠŚŞŜȘŦ Ť Ţ Ț
Ú Ù Û Ü Ŭ Ū Ű Ų Ů Ũ Ẃ Ẁ Ŵ Ẅ Ý Ỳ Ÿ Ŷ Ž Ź Ż ÐÞ

LATIN TITLING CAPITALS

A BC D EF G H I J K L M NO P Q R SST U V W X Y Z 
Á À Â Ä Ã Å Ă Ā Ą ÆǼÇ Ď Đ É Ê Ë Ĕ Ē Ě Ė Ę Ğ Ĝ Ģ Ġ Ħ Ĥ

Í Ì Î Ï Ĭ Ī İ Į Ĩ Ĳ ÍJ Ĵ Ķ Ł Ĺ Ľ Ļ Ŀ Ñ Ń Ň Ņ Ŋ ÓÒÔÖÕØŐŎŌǾŒ
Ŕ Ř Ŗ Š Ś Ş Ŝ Ș ŠŚŞŜȘ Ŧ Ť Ţ Ț Ú Ù Û Ü Ŭ Ū Ű Ų Ů Ũ

Ẃ Ẁ Ŵ Ẅ Ý Ỳ Ÿ Ŷ Ž Ź Ż ÐÞ
LATIN SMALL CAPITALS

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  ÁÀÂÄÃÅĂĀĄÆǼÇĎĐÉÈÊËĔĒĚĖĘŊĞĜĢĠĦĤÍÌÎÏĬĪİĮĨĲÍJĴ
ĶŁĹĽĻĿÑŃŇŅÓÒÔÖÕØŐŎŌǾŒŔŘŖŠŚŞŜȘẞŦŤŢÚÙÛÜŬŪŰŲŮŨẂẀŴẄÝỲŸŶŽŹŻÐÞ 

LATIN LOWERCASE, WITH CONTEXUAL FORMS

aa bbb b dd ee f fifi flfl fjfj gg hhh h iii i jjj j kkk k  lll l mmm m nnn n oo ppp p qq rrr r sss s ßßß ß 
ttt  t  uu vv ww xxx x yy zz   áá àà ââ ää ãã åå ăă āā ąą ææ ǽǽ çç ďď đđ éé éé êê ëë ĕĕ ēē ěě ėė ęę ŋŋŋ ŋ 

fifi fjfj flfl ğğ ĝĝ ģģ ġġ ħħ ĥĥ ííí í ììì ì îîî î ïïï ï ĭĭĭ ĭ īīī ī ııı ı įįį į ĩĩĩ ĩ ĳĳĳ ĳ íjíjíj íj ĵĵĵ ĵ ķķķ ķ ĸĸĸ ĸ 
łłł ł ĺĺĺ ĺ ľľľ ľ ļļļ ļ ŀlŀlŀl ŀl ñññ ñ ńńń ń ňňň ň ŉŉŉ ŉ ņņņ ņ óó òò ôô öö õõ øø őő ŏŏ ōō ǿǿ œœ ŕŕŕ ŕ 

řřř ř ŗŗŗ ŗ ššš š śśś ś şşş ş ŝŝŝ ŝ șșș ș ŧŧŧ  ŧ ŧ  ŧ  ŧ ťťť  ť ť  ť  ť ţţţ ţ ţ  ţ  ţ țțț  ț ț  ț  ț úú ùù ûû üü ŭŭ ūū űű ųų ůů ũũ 
ẃẃ ẁẁ ŵŵ ẃẃ ýý ỳỳ ÿÿ ŷŷ žž źź żż ð þþþ þ 
FIGURES, FRACTIONS, CURRENCY, AND FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

1234567890 ½ ¼ ¾ 1234567890/1234567890 #$¢€£¥ƒ¤$%‰°©®™^~<>+−×=∂πµ∆∏∑√∞∫≈≠≤≥±◊ 
PUNCTUATION, DELIMITERS,  AND OTHER CHARACTERS

{[( ….,:;!? ¡¿&& “”‘’‚„«»‹›@*†‡§¶/ \|¦-–—_·• )]}

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

Lakeside
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Lakeside Usage Examples


